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Article - Transportation 
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§21–1120. 

 

 (a) A person may not drive a motor vehicle on any highway or on any private 

property that is used by the public in general in this State while the person is wearing 

over or in both ears earplugs. 

 

 (b) A person may not drive a motor vehicle on any highway or on any private 

property that is used by the public in general in this State while the person is wearing 

over or in both ears a headset. 

 

 (c) A person may not drive a motor vehicle on any highway or on any private 

property that is used by the public in general in this State while the person is wearing 

over or in both ears earphones attached to a radio, tape player, or other audio device. 

 

 (d) The provisions of subsections (a), (b), and (c) of this section do not apply 

to: 

 

  (1) A person engaged in the operation of either special construction 

equipment or equipment for use in the maintenance of any highway; 

 

  (2) A person engaged in the operation of refuse collection equipment 

who is wearing a safety headset or safety earplugs; 

 

  (3) A person wearing personal hearing protectors in the form of 

custom earplugs or molds that are designed to reduce injurious noise levels. However, 

custom plugs or molds shall be designed in such a manner as to not inhibit the 

wearer’s ability to hear a siren or horn from an emergency vehicle or a horn from 

another vehicle; or 

 

  (4) A person wearing a prosthetic device used to aid the hard of 

hearing. 

 

 (e) (1) The provisions of subsections (a) and (c) of this section do not 

apply to a person operating an authorized emergency vehicle under emergency 

conditions. 

 

  (2) The provisions of subsection (b) of this section do not apply to a 

person operating an authorized emergency vehicle: 

 

   (i) Under emergency conditions; or 
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   (ii) Who is wearing a headset for the purpose of 

communicating with other emergency personnel. 
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